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age and interests; in the latter days at Manchester, and
at Cambridge^ that leader had advanced in years and
grown in renown; he had become "Papa" to his
youthful colleagues, but he still retained as much of
their affection, and shared in their adventures almost
as closely, as in former times. Both sides of the picture
appear clearly in the following quotations. Answering
an invitation to deliver a course of lectures in the United
States in 1923, Rutherford wrote to Boltwood^1

" It is a pity but I cannot go. I am bound to the
wheel with my laboratory. ... I should very much
like to be free to spend a few weeks in Yale again
. . . but life for me is very busy in these days and I
have to drive the boys along."

Then Ellis wrote of the inspiration of his professor's
companionship, during the long periods of inactivity
which had necessarily to be observed in the disinte-
gration experiments, when scintillations were being
counted,2

" Sitting there, drinking tea, in the dim light of a
minute gas jet at the farther end of the laboratory,
we listened to Rutherford talking of all things under
the sun."

His " boys " were the agents through whom Rutherford
attained many of his later triumphs; that they were his
willing agents no further proof is required.

When we speak of the triumphs of Rutherford and
his school in fundamental research, the period 1925-30
is apt to appear unproductive and uninteresting, lliere
is a sense in which this is a true estimate of his achieve-

1 3oth May, 1923.    * Obituary notice, Proc. Phys. Soc,t May, 1938.